
 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

SCHEDULE 

XVII INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF MINOM 

RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY OF NAZARÉ - LEGAL AMAZON / BRAZIL 

 

 

 

 

INITIAL PROPOSAL 

Located on the left bank of the Madeira River in Porto Velho (RO), one of 

the most important rivers of Amazon, the Nazareth community is about 200 

km from Porto Velho, down the Madeira River (Downstream). The access 

to the location may be done in about 7 hours of travel through commercial 

boats. 

Descendants of rubber tappers from the northeast part of the country and 

Indians, they make up what is now called Nazaré and their story is similar 

to the other communities that live on the Madeira River banks. Their 

legends, stories and rich cultural events enchantment follow resisting on 

the banks of the great river. Nowadays it is a district of Porto Velho (RO) 

and there are about 600 families living there. 

The Nazaré District has aggregative vocation and promotes the "Folk 

Festival of Nazaré" where participate the riverside communities of lower 
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Madeira River, an initiative of its residents. The cultural performances such 

as the dance of “Boi Curumim”, Quadrille , “Seringandô” and other regional 

music performances are done to keep alive the traditional character of its 

practices, strengthening the memory of the region. 

Any action aimed to preserve the forest - its rivers, lakes, flora and fauna - 

should be performed by groups and communities that inhabit the region. 

With respect and accumulated wisdom, they are the most interested in the 

maintenance of life and dignity of the forest. Main affected by the 

irresponsible actions that destroy the nature, the people of the Amazon are 

suffering before all of us. These people need respect and support. 

 

THE MINOM 

In 2016 the XVII Conference of the International Committee for New 

Museology – MINOM will be held in Nazaré. The choice was made during 

the last MINOM conference held in La Havana (Cuba) in October of 2014. 

Nazaré will host the first riverside museum of Rondonia which is based on 

the assumptions of social museology. It´s an initiative of the community 

with support of the Federal University of Rondônia, through the University 

Extension Incentive Program – PROEXT, funded by the Ministry of 

Education. 

Nazaré is full of stories and memories. Residents follow their daily routines 

believing in the precepts passed by their parents, respecting nature and all 

that it comes from. The generations that are formed here inherit customs, 

traditions and beliefs that deserve appreciation and respect, not only 

because they are riverside, but because they help us to know a little more 

of our country, culture and history. Widely articulated with city life, they 

create strategies that keeps them alive and culturally dynamic. 

With the need to strengthen traditional practices, the memory of the 

people and communities living in the "edge" of the Lower Madeira River, 

especially the ways of being and living, they began a large joint in order to 

make viable the idea of the museum building and create media to discuss 

how memory and heritage can contribute to improve the living conditions 

and the guarantee of rights. 

The proposal presented to the Conference in 2016 is based on the idea of 

collaboration where members of MINOM have the possibility to contribute 



to the riverside community focusing on the exchange of ideas and 

knowledge construction resulting in proposing useful and enforceable 

referrals to the most urgent demands. 

Members registered for the conference will be divided into working groups. 

Discussions and meetings have as main objective the search for solutions, 

tips and ideas for solving the problems that are previously identified by the 

community. It is important to say that we have no illusions as to imagine 

that these solutions or ideas solve community problems, however, we know 

that can generate change and innovation opportunities in various 

segments. 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

Nazaré has three inns with simple and homely accommodation with 

capacity for about 30 people. Camps can be mounted in both primary and 

secondary schools with the capacity and structure to accommodate those 

interested in collaborating. It features a restaurant with the best sauce of 

the Madeira river, as it is known, and also has warehouses where 

community festivals are held. Its area is quiet and sleeps safely about up to 

50 people. 

The Conference will help its members to exercise the practice of social 

museology in Nazaré and build with its residents knowledge that facilitate 

the confrontation of local social issues. 

 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE REGION 

The state of Rondonia experienced a series of economic cycles that aroused 

the interest and demand for their land (Silva 1991). immigrants eager for 

change their living conditions, often quite precarious, left their families in 

search of opportunities for growth and survival. The latex extraction called 

rubber cycle that lasted from the late nineteenth century, during the first 

cycle, and even after the 1940s, in the called second rubber cycle. In both 

cases, northeastern, in the most, reach Rondônia in search of "white gold" 

(RIBEIRO, 1995) in order to minimize the suffering caused by successive 

droughts in the Hinterland Northeast. 



The construction of the Madeira Mamore railroad, closely related to the 

economic cycle of rubber, plus the implementation of telegraphic lines 

inside the state by Marechal Rondon, were also responsible for significant 

migratory cycles for Rondônia in the first decades of the twentieth century. 

From the 1960s, movements in search for metals such as cassiterite and 

gold were also responsible for considerable migratory economic cycles. 

Rondonia currently undergoes a new migration cycle, but this time the 

leaders are the large projects to generate electricity. 

The arrival of immigrants in search of opportunities was followed by great 

frustration, since economic cycles have a beginning, middle and end closer 

then they might suspect. Moreover, the obstacles were of all kinds, from 

the difficult situation experienced by direct contact with the forest and the 

poor working conditions proposed by rubber employers (FONSECA, 2003). 

Thus, many immigrants could not return to their lands when the decline of 

the rubber cycle began to punish her dreams. Thus, they remained and 

together with the native peoples of the forest, the Indians, they formed a 

"new people" (DARCY, 2006). 

According to Darcy Ribeiro this miscegenation occurs in Brazil since the 

colonial period and can be observed among Indians, blacks and whites. The 

Indians in contact with whites, mainly from the Northeast, found ways to 

reinvent themselves as people, building a lifestyle that opted for a 

respectful relationship with the forest by removing only the necessary for 

survival. 

Riparian or “beradeiros” responsible for the "way of life of the forest 

people" are fruits of this miscegenation characteristic of the Amazon 

region. All the knowledge produced by these people are responsible for the 

formation of their identity and consolidated culture through much 

resistance, especially by the Indians to preserve their unique cultures and 

by the Northeast, at most, with the need to survive in the wild ( Resende, 

2013). 

The riverine people constantly deal with the lack of perception by the "new 

settlers," as Darcy Ribeiro said, the specifics of their ways of life, with a lack 

of appreciation and respect of their culture and indigenous and "cabocla" 

identity. They Live with those who see in the forest a vast area of large 

pastures or large commercial plantations (RIBEIRO, 2006). A little sensibility 

to perceive the existing exchange relationship between the "beradeiros" 



and the forest ", cause a conflict of interest and incompatibility of ideas and 

life prospects. This worldview that preserves the soil, land to enjoy it 

making use of what is needed to survive respecting the dynamics and the 

limits of nature is not understood by intransigent and radical arguments of 

progress and economic growth. 

Along the Lower and Middle Madeira River are about 23 communities 

downstream of Santo Antônio hydroelectric plant, grouped into five 

districts or regions: District of Calama: Calama, Nova Esperança and 

Papagaios; District of Nazaré: Boa Vitória, Nazaré, Santa Catarina and Tira 

Fogo; District of São Carlos: Bom Serazinho, Brasileira, Cuniã, Curicacas, São 

Carlos and Terra Caída; Cujubim region: Bom Jardim, Cujubim Grande, 

Cujubinzinho, Itacoã, Mutuns and São Miguel; Porto Velho region: Belmont, 

Boa Fé, Maravilha and Niteroi. The communities that make up these regions 

have on average a population ranging from 80 residents, as in Nova 

Esperança, and 500 residents as in São Miguel. 

In a survey done by the project Madeira River Echoes: participation and 

sustainable development under the Environmental Program of the Santo 

Antônio hydroelectric plant, were identified in general terms some cultural 

references of these communities. However, such was not the objective end 

of the project, presents very superficial information on the cultural 

potential of the region. The record shows that in all communities can be 

found cultural events such as festivals, Culture Points, counters of legends 

and stories, poetry, music and many others. 

In the face of various difficulties imposed daily riverine people follow 

building economic, social and cultural survival strategies. Sometimes they 

are taken from their regions of origin and where they work. This change 

means a great possibility of losing the identity that unites them, shaking the 

ways of life, their traditional knowledge and doings. Thus, undertake 

initiatives that combine the knowledge produced in universities to 

knowledge produced by these people, aiming to strengthen the cultural 

identity of these, it is urgent and necessary. 

In addition to value the importance of tangible and intangible culture of the 

peoples of the Amazon forest, especially the riverine people and 

understand the need for projects for the protection of these assets, the 

arrival of the hydroelectric plants of Santo Antônio and Jirau and the recent 

devastation caused by the flooding of the Madeira River in January, 



February and March 2014, makes the emergence of essential memory 

initiatives to maintain the dignity of the prejudiced, undertaking actions to 

promote the strengthening of their identity and territoriality, directly 

contributing to reduce most urgent social problems faced by riverine 

people. 

These populations are extremely vulnerable and susceptible to the river 

changes were strongly affected by the flooding. Many families have lost his 

plantations, their animals and all objects that had, having many difficulties 

to return to daily routine. The children were months without school, with 

only sporadic actions of groups of volunteers and also government 

emergency programs to minimize losses. However, the situation is actually 

calamity and these people will return to their activities and need support to 

rise again and rise again their homes and plantations, and rise again their 

cultural identity. The record of the assets and the consequent recovery of 

memories, knowledge and practices of the groups is constituted as an 

urgent measure that should be combined with other requirements in order 

to strengthen them for the construction of possible futures. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS PRESENTATION: 

WG 1 Museum, Social Museology and Sustainability; 

WG 2 Museology and Social Movements; 

WG 3 Sociomuseology and Social Cartography; 

WG 4 Living Well Museology; 

WG 5 Education, Memory and Citizenship; 

(Note: WG = Work Group) 

 

Registration Fee: R $ 200.00 per person 

(Representatives of local communities and representatives of social 

movements are exempt from paying the registration fee. Museology 

undergraduate students and related areas pay half of the registration fee 

amount); 

 



Expenses included: 

Transportation to go to Nazaré and come back; 

Lodging in Boat - Dormitory in hammocks (bathroom available). 

Lodging in camp at School - Dormitory in tents and sleeping bags. 

Breakfast at school. 

Other lodging options (not included in the registration): 

Option 1. * Few rooms available. Hollywood Inn - 4 nights: R$ 240.00, 

double bedroom and double rooms with air conditioning (breakfast 

included). 

Accommodation in Porto Velho on arrival and return: Hotel suggestions: 

(information will come soon). 

 

* Payment information will be sent by email to participants after 

application is done. 

 

Basic guidelines: 

 Hammocks and ropes to tie them on the boat (suggested for all 

partcipants); 

 Personal effects camping; 

 Comfortable clothing adapted to track and to humid and hot 

environment; 

  Repellent and personal medicines for first aid (it's always good to 

remember); 

  Cameras; 

 In Nazaré we do not have Internet access and cell phone signal; 

(Only in the high school we have a limited internet access); 

 Bring swimsuits; 

 

 

 

 



REGISTRATIONS: 

Date: May 10th to May 31st, 2016 - Performed by letter of intent 

explaining the motivation to be part of one of the Work Group with a 

resume (maximum 30 lines) of the communication that you want to share. 

The proposals will be submitted to a committee of selection; 

Registration form and payment of the fee;  

 

Link to the registration form (for speakers): 

http://goo.gl/forms/Sz0i4LXe3e 

Link to the registration form (for listeners):  

http://goo.gl/forms/P0tDkiLj4L 

 

Limited registration in order of arrival: 

 Members of MINOM: 25 persons. 

 Students of universities: 25 persons 

 Professionals: 25 persons 

 Museology teachers: 25 persons 

 Representatives of local communities and social movements:  

25 persons 

http://goo.gl/forms/Sz0i4LXe3e
http://goo.gl/forms/P0tDkiLj4L



